Lecture 17 – Life and Death in a Time of Plague

Summary
In this lecture we examine the medieval era through the lens of the Black Death, a terrible pandemic that ravaged Europe in the mid-14th century.  Additionally, we’ll treat feudalism and the rise of the crusades.  

Vocabulary

Black Death
Danse Macabre
Feudalism
Lords
Vassals
Comitatus
Fiefs 
Liege Lord
Manor
Serfs
“Constitutional Peasant”
Reconquista
Seljuk Turks
Crusades
Pope Urban II
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Outline
Prologue: Life in a Time of Plague: The Danse Macabre and the Black Death (14th century)

Medieval Lordship and Vassalage: The Rise of Feudalism
	Lordship, Fifes, and Decentralization
Manorialism and Serfdom
“The Constitutional Peasant” 

Medieval Faith and Fervor: The Crusades
	Spanish Reconquista
	Pope Urban II and the First Crusade (late 11th century)
	Later Crusades (12th-13th centuries)

Epilogue: The Black Death Revisited: Tom Lehrer’s “I Gave It to Agnes” 
